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What do you want me to do with it?

KNOW | SO | NOW
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KNOW WHAT?

What would God have me know from this passage?

SO WHAT?
What difference would you have it make for my life? 

STUDYING THE BIBLE

NOW WHAT?
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PASSAGE
What passage stands out that I want to ponder or
memorize today?
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How can you apply this passage to your day TODAY? 
How can you live in light of this passage TODAY?

SOAP
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SCRIPTURE 
Write out a verse or passage of Scripture that stood out
to you. 

OBSERVE
What stood out to you in this verse/passage? 
What invitations, instructions, commands? What does it
make you ponder?

STUDYING THE BIBLE

APPLY
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PRAY
write out a prayer. Ask the Lord to show you how to
meditate and apply this Scripture for your life. 









02

03
(school, family, social life, friendships, relationships, sports teams, etc)
The goal of the Bible study is knowing God and His will for my life, so this step is
probably the most important one, Ask God to show you how the principle from
step #2 directly applies to your life. In this step, you might ask:
     What does this mean today?
     How should this principle impact my life?
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This is where you creatively try to remember the principle you have discovered.
If it's worth applying to our lives, it's worth remembering. Be creative, engage
different senses. In this step, you might: 
   Ask someone to check in with you twice a week to see how you are doing with   
   applying this principle. 
   Decide to bake cookies for a neighbor and/or invite them over for dinner.

03

5 QUESTIONS TO ASK

01

WHAT DOES THE PASSAGE SAY?
At first you need to observe the passage closely, like a detective. Become
familiar with the detail. Try to determine exactly what the author was
communicating to the original recipients. In this step, you might ask:
     What happened?
     What was taught?

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?
Now take the information from step #1 and compare it with other related verses
of Scripture to find the primary principle of this passage. In this step, you might
ask:
What was one principle/lesson the writer or God was trying to communicate?
Why do you think God put this in the Bible?

STUDYING THE BIBLE

HOW DOES THIS PRINCIPLE IMPACT MY LIFE?
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HOW CAN I REMEMBER IT?

WHAT DOES THIS LEAD ME TO PRAY FOR?
This is where you take what you’ve learned and take it to God in prayer.
Initially start by writing down what you are praying for and who you are
praying for. In this step, you might:
     Confess a sin that it has pointed out.
     Realize a relationship that needs prayer.
     Recognize a friend or family member in need of God’s mercy. 
     Bring a situation before God for guidance. 
     Thank God for something the passage reveals in your life. 
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5:1–20 the demoniac of gerasa

5:1–20 Cf. Mt 8:28–34 note; cf. Mt 8:23–9:8 note. The line of demarcation between Jesus
and men is very apparent here, where some want to rid themselves of Him (because He
costs them swine) and one man becomes the messenger of His mercy. All marvel; not all
respond. (20)

5:1 Gerasenes. Both here and in Matthew and Luke the manuscripts fluctuate between
Gerasenes, Gergesenes, and Gadarenes.

5:9 Legion, the largest unit of the Roman army; then used to indicate any large number.
(Cf. Mt 26:53)

5:13 Drowned in the sea. Many are offended at the death of the swine here. We had best
honor the decision of Him who made both swine and man and gave His life for man.

5:18 Begged him that he might be with him. Jesus alone determines who shall be with
Him; He calls and appoints. (1:20; 3:14)

5:19 Go home … and tell them. This contrasts strangely with Jesus’ usual command that
healed persons tell no one (1:44; 7:36; 8:26). The exception may be due to the fact that
the miracle took place in Gentile territory (swine, 11; Decapolis, 20), so that the
proclamation of “how much the Lord has done for you” would not impede Jesus’ real
mission but might serve as preparation for a later mission to the Gentiles in that region.

5:20 Decapolis. (Cf. Mt 4:25 note).

5:21–43 jarius’ daughter and the woman with the flow of blood

5:21–43 Cf. Mt 9:18–34 note; 9:20, 22, 23 notes. In these two mighty acts the majesty of
Him whom men dare to contradict is apparent. He is Lord not only over the sea and the
demons but over death itself; and His vigilant compassion can hear and answer the
unuttered petition of the woman who dared only to touch His garment. He who has eyes
to see and ears to hear cannot rank Him with John or Elijah or one of the prophets (8:28);
He must be confessed as the Christ. (8:29)

5:33 Fear and trembling. Since a woman with a flow of blood was unclean according to
the Law, she feared rebuke from the Man whom her touch had defiled. But Jesus, who
had touched and healed the unclean leper (1:41), cannot be defiled.

5:40 They laughed. This is the only place in the NT where Jesus’ presence evokes
laughter, just where He manifests Himself as Overcomer of death, which silences laughter.

 Roehrs, W. H., & Franzmann, M. H. (1998). Concordia self-study commentary
(electronic ed., Vol. 2, p. 48). Concordia Publishing House.




